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cient quantities to permit their export. Only
•on a remote island is there any coal. The
mining establishments give employment to
about 8,000 persons, and there are about a
dozen smelting furnaces in operation.
Fisheries. The fisheries provide a liveli-
hood for over 116,000 persons, and fishing- is
one of the oldest industries of the country.
Codfish, is the most important catch; the
value of a year's haul has reached as high as
$20,000,000. Large quantities are sold fresh
for the domestic trade, and a great deal of
salted fish and of cod-liver oil is exported.
Second in importance to cod is herring, with
mackerel, salmon, sea trout and lobsters fol-
lowing. The whale, seal, walrus and shark
fisheries are also exploited.
Agriculture. The ragged country of the
Norwegians can by no means supply the peo-
ple with sufficient food. Only one-thirtieth
of the whole area is under cultivation, and
nearly one-fourth is covered with forests*
The highland pastures and barren mountains
constitute the remainder of the surface. A
list of the commodities requested of the allies
in 1918, when the Norwegian government was
negotiating for the import of necessities, in-
dicates the needs of the country; the list in-
cluded "bread grains, rice, cocoa, syrup, sugar,
fruit (dried and fresh), pork and beef,
sauces and pickles. Of the crops raised by
the Norwegian farmer, oats is the most im-
portant, over 230,000 acres being devoted to
this cereal. Potatoes are raised in large
quantities, having an acreage of about 125,-
000. Barley and rye are harvested in limited
areas in the north, and wheat in the soutk
Other crops are hay and mixed com.
Farming is carried on vigorously and
modern implements are ased. The farms are
generally the property of those who cultivate
them, and commonly include a large stretch
of mountain pasture, often forty or fifty
miles from the main farm, to which the cattle
•are sent for several months in the summer.
The rearing of cattle is an extensive and prof-
itable industry. The horses are vigorous
and sure-footed, but some of them are of
diminutive size. In the north many herds of
reindeer are kept, and they constitute the
ebief wealth of many of the inhabitants of
that region. The dairy products of Norway
are excellent and are exported to some extent.
Manufactures.   The leading manufactur-
ing industry is the making of lumber prod-
The greatest forests axe of pine, but
 fine forests ot oak are found in the south,
and birch forests grow farther north. Tim-
ber and lumber constitute about one-third of
the total exports of the country. The other
lines of manufactures include paper making,
distilling, shipbuilding and the manufacture
of chemicals, clothing, machinery and metal
work, textiles, bone and horn. Though the
manufacturing activities show a steady in-
crease, Norway as yet has to import large
quantities of manufactured articles.
Commerce and Transportation. The Nor-
wegians are famous sailors. Before the
World War the country possessed the largest
merchant marine, in proportion to its popu-
lation, in the world; during the war Norway
suffered great losses through submarine at-
tacks, but the former tonnage was restored
speedily. A large part of the trade consists
in the transportation of freight for foreign
nations. The imports of the country far ex-
ceed the exports, but the revenue from the
carrying1 trade makes up the deficiency. Ber-
gen, Oslo, and Trondhjem are the principal
ports.
In the country there are many excellent
highways and about 2,400 miles of steam rail-
way. Electric power has been installed on
150 miles of railroad.
Education. School attendance is com-
pulsory, the school age in towns being six and
a half to fourteen. In the country the be-
ginning age is seven. Of secondary schools
there are about seventeen public, eighty-nine
communal and eleven private, most of them
being coeducational. The state maintains
ten normal schools, and there are four private
institutions of this class. The only univer-
sity, the Royal Frederick, is at Oslo. The
government makes ample provision for the
care of deaf, blind, feeble-minded and neg-
lected children.
Language and Literature. For several
centuries Danish (Dano-Norwegian) has been1
the literary and commercial language of the
kingdom, but certain dialects, resembling Ice-
landic or Swedish, are also spoken. Lands-
maal, based on existing Norwegian dialects,
is attracting much interest, It is a written
language originated by Ivar Aasen. Efforts
are being made to have it recognized by the
government as the official language of
Norway.
The producers of the first literature of
Norway were the skalds, who are known to
have composed songs and poems as early

